
... Without the orienting center of the human subject or ego, space would be an 
isotropic, i.e., an endless and indifferent three–dimensional grid. In this 1786 essay, 
Kant limited himself to human handedness or chirality, as the origin of orientation. 
Crucially, however, he linked moral to material orientation. The space of ethical 
authority, Kant held, was by itself as devoid of orientation as physical space, and here 
too it was the task of the human subject to establish orientation through the moral 
law that reason imposes on itself. Morality is self–legislation, i.e., autonomy, for Kant. 



... Persons become tentative outlines 
when you meet them in reality and 
finely resolved images when you’re 
back at your computer to Google 
what’s of concern to you.  Your 
knowledge of history and geography 
has become slack.  The need to know 
is replaced by pieces of information 
that are summoned from nowhere 
and dissolve into nothing. The 
glamorous fog of cyberspace varies in 
thickness. When everything is easily 
available, nothing is commandingly 
present. 



The meaningful order of the world is contingent rather than a priori. It is discovered rather than 
imposed. Left is where the heart is. You find out rather than make up your particular handedness.... 
Orientation today must be centered in actual homes, the places we embrace through active 
engagements. Such engagements must be focal, occasions that are good for nothing because they 
are good in themselves, the dinner in the evening, music on the weekends, the garden during the 
summer. Focal, however, does not mean self–centered or exclusive..... Focal activities have to radiate 
out into the wider world and disclose its pitfalls and landmarks. We can think of a focal practice as a 
clearing in the mist of busyness, a clearing that first reveals the here and now and then, we may 
hope, will spread to reveal the world at large. We can recover orientation from the luminous haze of 
hyper-information if what is lifting is the fog of distraction and what remains is the light of 
information.
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