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Course Evaluation 

 
1. Class Participation (20%) 
  

A combination of synchronous and asynchronous online and face-to-face participation 
demonstrating knowledge of material, adding substantively to discussion through 
commenting, asking questions, advancing or introducing alternative interpretations. 
Attendance noted.  

 
2. Critical Reading Responses (20%) 
 

o Due at beginning of classes noted. Send by email to mcavanag@uottawa.ca 
o Maximum 500 words excluding references, figures, tables, etc.  
o Prepare a reflective response to the assigned readings.  
o Your response should address these 5Cs 

▪ Clear  precise error-free writing and presentation 
▪ Complete beginning, middle, end 
▪ Coherent  organized, relevant, logical 
▪ Critical  thoughtful, probing, questioning, uncovering 
▪ Contributing  adding to broad course ideas and understanding 

 
3. Believe It or Not (10%) 
 

1. Find a current news and affairs and/or popular-ish science story that is not either 
obviously true, reliable and credible or is obviously untrue, unreliable, incredible. 
A story or article whose credibility could relatively easily be accepted as true, 
though flawed in smaller or bigger ways.   

2. Prepare an assessment of its credibility according to these two levels of 
judgement: evaluative and predictive judgments (Rieh 2002).  
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3. Explain with evidence from the story and its online context (site). No length limit.  

Report however you would like to organize your report (e.g., text table, a couple 
of power point slides, narrative, prose, etc.). This written report will be 
submitted by email to the Instructor for evaluation. 

4. Post the link and citation for this article 24 hours in advance of the class in the 
learning management system. (new Blackboard) 

5. Launch and then moderate a discussion to your article online via the discussion 
function. No additional presentation materials needed.  
 

All students will be asked to read the article prior to class and comment online.   
Sign up for a date on which you will submit and lead discussion on your  Believe or Not. 
 

4.  Group presentation (20%)  
 

In groups of 2, prepare a 10-15 min presentation that accomplishes the following task.  
 
CONTEXT:  
You are ‘ordinary’ (i.e., non-expert) citizens looking for information on one of the 
following topics: 

• The science of weight loss for men 

• The science of smudging for maintaining a healthy living environment  

• Introducing a GMO-only diet into our home 

• Investing in a cryogenics company  

• How best should I protect myself from the sun when using sunscreen causes 
cancer? 

 
Tasks: 
 
A. Find at least 4 news stories (very broadly defined as news (i.e., informational)  ;) that 

are more true and ‘less’ true but still potentially credible to the average reader.  
 

B. Comprehensively critique the stories and topic ensuring that you touch on as many 
aspects of information credibility and trustworthiness as you can, which we have 
covered in the class. At least 2 of the 4 stories should have some data and data 
visualizations associated with them.  At least 1 of the stories should have be based 
on some version of ‘science’. All of the stories should be findable using Google 
search box and related terms.  
 
 

 



 

 

 
C. Present your report using PPT with a maximum of 50 words (all slides). Complement 

your text with images, graphics, audio, etc. and your own narration as relevant. 
 
EVALUATION 

• Content: comprehensive use of course material, themes, concepts, effective, 
intelligent, and compelling critique 

• Presentation: clear, visually appealing, original and effective oral delivery 

• Provide professor with copy of slides and speaking notes accompanying slides. 
That will be the basis of the evaluation. No text length limit.  

 
5. Final Essay (30%) 
 

In the form of a traditional social sciences academic research paper of 8-10 pages (2000 
words) plus references, answer the following question by doing some additional 
background research, developing a thesis (i.e., argument or interpretive line of 
reasoning) combining scholarship and evidence from contemporary online news and 
information sources, to construct and detail your argument. 
 
Explore the role of  social media in the stages of online creation, access, distribution or 
consumption of news and current affairs OR current science publishing. How does social 
media influence (or not) the trustworthiness and credibility of these online information 
spaces and topics?   
  
Double spaced, 11 or 12 point font, max of 2000 words plus references. Submit by email 
to mcavanag@uottawa.ca by midnight on June 16th.  
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