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ISI 6300: Information Credibility & Trustworthiness in the 21st Century 

Spring 2017, Monday and Wednesdays, 5:30 p.m. – 8:30 p.m., DMS 9453 

COURSE OUTLINE  

 

Professor: Mary Cavanagh 
Office: DMS 11101-D 
Tel: 613 562-5800 x 7376  
Email: mcavanag@uottawa.ca  
Office hours: By appointment 
 

Course description 

This course will examine the core concepts related to information credibility and trustworthiness in an 
online socially connected, information environment with particular attention on popular news and 
scholarly science publishing and set within the contentious and so-called ‘post-truth’ society.  

Course objectives and learning outcomes 

Upon completion of this course, students will be able to: 

• Demonstrate advanced knowledge of information credibility theoretical frameworks;  

• Differentiate disinformation, misinformation and information conceptually and practically; 

• Demonstrate knowledge of credibility challenges in current news and scholarly science 
publishing; 

• Evaluate and assess freely accessible online information resources from a variety of 
perspectives; 

• Demonstrate advanced critical information literacy awareness and techniques. 
 
Language of instruction:  English 
 
Students may submit their work in either English or French in accordance with the University of 
Ottawa’s Regulation on Bilingualism: http://web5.uottawa.ca/admingov/bilingualism.html 

Teaching methods 

mailto:mcavanag@uottawa.ca
http://web5.uottawa.ca/admingov/bilingualism.html
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This course will be delivered using a blended learning format. It will be run as a graduate seminar 
requiring significant investment in assigned readings, critical reflection, and in-class discussion. 
Attendance at all face-to-face classes is mandatory and will be noted. The instructor will not respond to 
requests for information or clarification on any work or about assignments to students who have missed 
the same material covered in a missed class.  

In the case of medical or personal emergencies, students are required to provide the instructor with 
prior notice by email, and to initiate follow-up where appropriate.  

Evaluation methods and distribution of grades  

1. Participation           19 % 
 
Attendance, asking and answering questions, contributing to debate, making connections with 
readings, building on discussion.  

 
2. Critical Reading Responses: due in classes #2, 3, 5, 6, 7, 8 and 10    21 % 

 
3. “Believe it or Not” Online: One per student in one online class (Signup)   10 % 

 
4. In-class Presentation (Handout)        20 % 

 
5. Final Paper Due June 16th midnight (Handout)      30 % 

 
Assignment submission policies 

Assignments are due in-class in paper copy unless otherwise specified and should be submitted and 
double-spaced in 11 or 12 font unless otherwise specified.  All assignments must be professional in 
appearance. Spelling, style, and grammar will be considered in the marking process. Extensions will only 
be granted in advance of an assignment's due date with prior approval of professor. Late assignments 
will be assessed a penalty of 10% of the value per day (i.e., if the assignment value is 40 marks the late 
penalty will be 4 marks per day).  

Late assignments must be submitted to the instructor, directly, or to the ÉSIS office (for date/time 
stamping of the assignment). Some late assignments will not be accepted (e.g., an assignment submitted 
after other students' assignments have been returned). Marks are raw scores that are totalled at the 
end of the course and converted to University of Ottawa’s grading scale.   

Late assignments that may become missed assignments without prior agreement according to these 
terms will result in a score of zero for that portion of the course evaluation.  

Assignments must follow the author-date & reference list systems outlined in the APA Manual (latest 
edition) http://www.sass.uottawa.ca/writing/kit/referencing.php . Citation style is evaluated for each 
assignment. 

Required and recommended reading 

http://www.sass.uottawa.ca/writing/kit/referencing.php
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See separate reference list.   
 
Academic regulations 

Please consult the University of Ottawa’s regulations on: 

• Academic Fraud: http://www.uottawa.ca/academic-regulations/academic-fraud.html  

• Plagiarism: https://arts.uottawa.ca/en/life-on-campus/academic-fraud-plagiarism    

• Examinations & Grading: http://www.uottawa.ca/graduate-studies/students/general-
regulations  

• Prevention of Sexual Violence: https://www.uottawa.ca/administration-and-
governance/policies-and-regulations/prevention-of-sexual-violence 

http://www.uottawa.ca/academic-regulations/academic-fraud.html
https://arts.uottawa.ca/en/life-on-campus/academic-fraud-plagiarism
http://www.uottawa.ca/graduate-studies/students/general-regulations
http://www.uottawa.ca/graduate-studies/students/general-regulations
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